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Abstract

Gender consciousness refers to the identification of gender, the discontent of gender
structure, and the expectation of collective actions to improve the social condition of
women. Fifteen women who participated in women’s groups or women’s studies were
interviewed, aged from 20 to 50.

Gender consciousness is an ongoing process. Interviewees did not necessarily have
the subjective experiences of being oppressed because of her gender. Nor could gender
consciousness be acquired through inner reflection. Furthermore, feminist discourse
played an important role in the process. Although, there were some critical events in the
process, the consciousness was seldom determined by a single event.

Based on the narratives of interviewees, two interlocking values acting on them were
found; one is “men are superior to women,* the other is “being a good wife and a good
mother.” Feminist discourse was an important mediator to help them to break out the
framing of traditional gender values. Some just happened to meet with the discourse;
some were purposefully seeking for it. Without feminist discourse, women tended to
attribute their uncomfortable experiences to personal ability or human nature. With
feminist discourse, they could acquired new meanings of their past experiences and be
empowered by feminist practice.

Being a woman with gender consciousness, she might have a new self-identity, be
more confident to express herself. On the other hand, she was facing lots of pressure and
struggle. For instance, should she wash dishes at home or leave them to her father or

brothers? Should she correct her friend’s sexist speech or act in situ? Many interviewees
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indicated that it was most difficult thing to change their family memberé’ gender values.
Therefore, they adopted the strategy of “from far to near” which means they would try to
educate their friends or society and then the outside people.would educaté their family
members, especially their father or brothers. They also tried hard to intervene in

discriminatory incidents without endangering their relationship.





